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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
National Science Foundation
May 22, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by the provisions of section

3(f) of the National Science Foundation Act
of 1950, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1862(f)), I
transmit herewith the combined annual re-
ports of the National Science Foundation for
fiscal years 1994 and 1995.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 22, 1996.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Commodity Credit Corporation
May 22, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 13, Public Law 806, 80th Congress (15
U.S.C. 714k), I transmit herewith the report
of the Commodity Credit Corporation for fis-
cal year 1994.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 22, 1996.

Statement on the Minimum Wage
May 22, 1996

An increase in the minimum wage would
honor our values: work, family, responsibility,
and opportunity. You cannot raise a family
on $4.25 an hour. Over the years, both par-
ties have worked together to ensure that the
minimum wage keeps up with the cost of liv-
ing. To continue that commitment to work-
ing families, I have challenged Congress to
raise the minimum wage by 90 cents. It is
clear that a bipartisan majority of the House
of Representatives stands ready to pass this
increase.

But the House leadership is today propos-
ing a giant fraud on the American people.
Their legislation will eliminate the minimum
wage for all workers hired by fully two-thirds

of American businesses. I hope Senator Dole
will join me in opposing this extreme meas-
ure. We must not tolerate sweatshops and
a repeal of wage protections for millions of
Americans as a condition of assuring a living
wage for some workers.

Let me be clear: Eliminating the minimum
wage is no way to raise it. If Congress sends
me a bill to eliminate the minimum wage
and wage protection for millions of workers,
I will veto it. Speaker Gingrich and majority
leader Dole should allow an honest up-or-
down vote on the minimum wage.

Remarks at a Democratic Dinner in
Stamford, Connecticut
May 22, 1996

Thank you very much. Well, ladies and
gentlemen, now that all these other fine peo-
ple have spoken and told you every good
thing about our record, I ought to quit while
I’m ahead. [Laughter] But I won’t. And be-
sides that, we can’t.

I want to thank Senator Dodd for his re-
marks and his remarkable leadership and his
personal friendship and his willingness to
take a leap into the unknown when I asked
him to do this job after our setback in the
campaign of 1994. It looked like a job with
a lot of downside and not much upside. It
could cause him grief at home and not help
him abroad. And he did it anyway, because
he believed it was the right thing to do. He’s
done it superbly, and every person in Con-
necticut should be very, very proud of him.

I also want to assure you that that little
riff he went through about you can always
move the capital to Hartford and make the
Seawolf the national fish and the Comanche
the national bird and all that, you know, be-
lieve it or not, he does that in private when
nobody is looking. [Laughter] The first time
he did it in private I didn’t think it was very
funny; it’s a lot more funny in a crowd.
[Laughter] I think if things get any tighter
he’ll just buy me a couple of pets and call
them Seawolves and Comanches so I’ll never
be able to forget it. [Laughter]

I want to thank Senator Lieberman, who’s
been my friend for more than 25 years now,
for his leadership in Connecticut and leader-
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ship in the Democratic Leadership Council
and for being a source—a constant source
of new ideas for me about how we can move
this country forward and bring it together.
And I want to thank Don Fowler for his in-
credibly indefatigable work.

I thank my friend, Marvin Rosen—now
that Chris Dodd has grounded on him to-
night about how Connecticut raised more
money than Florida, Marvin might not get
any sleep for the next month—[laughter]—
he’ll be thinking about how to get even or
get ahead.

I have a lot to be grateful to Connecticut
for, as has been said, not the least of which
are the people who were up here before me.
I thought Harvey and Paul looked pretty
good up here when they were doing their
one-two act. You ought to give him a better
part, Harvey. He’ll do a movie if you do that.
But give them a hand, they were great.

And I understand that Mr. Newman intro-
duced me about 15 minutes before I came
out. [Laughter] That may be because in my
old age I’m getting hard of hearing. Or it
may be because now that he’s become a
grandfather he’s just preoccupied and he’s
gotten his lines all mixed up. [Laughter]

I thank Governor O’Neill, my former col-
league, for being here; and my friend and
law school classmate, your attorney general,
Dick Blumenthal; your secretary of state,
your controller, and all the other officials. I
want to say a special word of thanks to Bill
Curry, who came down from Connecticut to
Washington to work in the White House.
And I thank Michael Bolton for both those
wonderful, wonderful songs.

You know, when I first met Michael Bolton
I tried to figure out what his ethnic heritage
was, and I figured he was Polish. Then he
said, ‘‘This is a song I sang with Pavarotti.’’
I figured he was Italian. Then he sang ‘‘Geor-
gia On My Mind.’’ The only other person
I ever heard sing that in public—this will
show you how much I like the song—on June
24, 1967, in Constitution Hall, I heard Ray
Charles sing that song. I remember that. I
carried the ticket stub with me for 10 years.
[Laughter] I was so excited, I couldn’t go to
bed. At 5 a.m. in the morning I went out
and ran 3 miles just so I’d get tired enough
to go to bed.

So I thought you were Polish, then I
thought you were Italian. Now I know you’re
African-American. [Laughter] Most of all,
you’re a good person and a good friend, and
I thank you for bringing your talents to bear
for the benefit of your country. Thank you
very much.

I couldn’t believe Chris made that joke—
I guess it was Chris—about that Peruvian
mummy. [Laughter] But I want you to know
that Hillary went to welcome that mummy
to the National Geographic building yester-
day, she and President Fujimori of Peru. And
then he came over to see me and he kind
of hurt my feelings that I didn’t get to go.
He brought me two pictures of that mummy.
I don’t know if you’ve seen that mummy.
[Laughter] But, you know, if I were a single
man, I might ask that mummy out. [Laugh-
ter] That’s a good-looking mummy. That
mummy looks better than I do on my worst
days. I’m telling you. You need to go see her.
[Laughter] If there was ever an argument
against ageism, it’s that mummy. I mean,
really. You need to go see her. [Laughter]
Let me say—I can’t believe—I’ll hear about
that before it’s over, but anyway. [Laughter]
It’s been a long day.

I want to say that I wish Hillary were with
me tonight. She’s coming back from Colo-
rado. But I did something today that she and
our daughter did 2 years ago. I went to the
Coast Guard Academy to give the com-
mencement address, and it was a wonderful
experience. And I want to tell you about just
some of the other things that have happened
today because I think they are appropriate.
It reminded me of many of the times I have
been in Connecticut and the various places
I have been.

When I got off the helicopter today the
first time, I met the people who are active
in the Big Brother and Big Sister program
who were cadets at the Coast Guard Acad-
emy. And they told me that the—you know,
the students at the Academy have to work
very hard. It’s a very rigorous program, both
physically and intellectually. They still do
1,100 hours of community service a month
at the Coast Guard Academy. That’s pretty
remarkable.

And then I met a representative of our De-
partment of Education who coincidentally
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has been a friend of mine for almost 30 years,
introducing me to children from Guilford,
Connecticut, and children from New Haven,
Connecticut. And most of the kids from New
Haven were African-American or Hispanic,
and most of the kids from Guilford looked
like they live in those beautiful houses in
Guilford that I remember so well from law
school.

And these kids worked together through
E-mail and they sent E-mail messages to
each other and they’re trying to help each
other learn about their different lives and try-
ing to help broaden their horizons and im-
prove their performance in school. And these
kids, they’ve got a little team jacket they wear
to show they’re part of the same group. It
was an astonishing thing. And they were very
excited about what they’re doing.

And the reason I mention those two things
is it seems to me that that really is a big part
of what this election is all about, because the
Coast Guard folks, they’re doing the best
they can with their own lives, and they’re
doing superbly well; they’re very impressive.
But they’re still taking a little time to help
people who are less fortunate, partly because
they believe it’s part of their responsibility
and partly because they know their country
will be better if those kids do better. The
kids from Guilford and the kids from New
Haven are like all children, they’re pre-
occupied with their own lives, but they know
if they care about each other their country
will be stronger and we’ll all be better off.

And that really is the central question be-
fore the American people. I’m very gratified
about what’s been said. It is true that when
I ran for President I said that if you vote
for me we’ll put in a program, we’ll cut the
deficit in half and create 8 million jobs in
4 years. And we’ve more than cut the deficit
in half, and we’ve got more than 81⁄2 million
jobs now. I’m glad about that; the economy
is stronger than it was before.

One of the things that has especially bene-
fited Connecticut is that we have had the big-
gest expansion of trade in the history of this
country, with GATT and NAFTA and 200
separate agreements, 21 with Japan alone.
Our exports to Japan in the 21 areas we’ve
made agreements with them are up 85 per-
cent in 3 years. It’s really a record without

precedent. And it’s mostly due to the vigi-
lance and aggression of American companies
and their workers and the productivity of
their workers. But the fact that we changed
the rules had a little something to do with
it I think. And I’m proud of that. And you
should be, too.

And I am—they talked about the crime
issue—I’m proud of the fact that all the seri-
ous crimes are down in America. And it did
have something to do with the fact that we
passed the crime bill and began to put
100,000 police on the street, and banned 19
kinds of assault weapons and passed the
Brady bill.

And a lot of Members of Congress under-
went unbelievable withering criticism. And
we lost a lot of House Members and maybe
a couple of Senators because we banned as-
sault weapons and passed the Brady bill, be-
cause there were a lot of people that were
told they were going to lose their weapons.
Well, we’ve now had a couple of hunting sea-
sons; there hasn’t been a single hunter, man
or a woman, in any State in this country lose
their rifle. But 60,000 people did lose their
weapons; they were people with criminal
records who got found out and couldn’t get
their handguns under the Brady bill. It was
the right thing to do.

I am proud of the advances we’ve made
with the leadership of the Vice President in
improving the environment, and finding ways
to grow the economy and protect the envi-
ronment, which I think is a central commit-
ment this country has got to make to itself.
I had a fascinating conversation a few months
ago with the President of China, Jiang
Zemin, in which we were having the kind
of discussion we often have in public, and
you can imagine what it was like.

And I looked at him and I said, ‘‘Mr. Presi-
dent, I do not want to contain China. I want
to engage China. I want us to have a good
partnership. But,’’ I said, ‘‘there’s only one
way that you really present a threat to our
security, and I’m sure it’s never occurred to
you.’’ And he said, ‘‘Well, what are you talk-
ing about?’’ I said, ‘‘If everybody in China
decides to get rich in exactly the same way
people in America got rich and you all insist
on buying cars that don’t get any better mile-
age than the ones we’ve got now, we’re going
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to burn up the atmosphere together. That
is a threat to our security. We have to find
a way for the Chinese to grow their economy
and preserve the global environment, not
tear it up.’’ And I believe that and I think
it’s a great opportunity for us. So I’m glad
we’ve done that.

I’m glad that we proved that the Demo-
cratic Party is not the party of big Govern-
ment. We’ve reduced the size of the Govern-
ment. We’ve eliminated thousands of pages
of regulations. We’ve gotten rid of a lot of
specific stupid things. When I became Presi-
dent the SBA loan form was 78 pages long;
now it’s a page long. It took months and
months to get an answer; now you can get
an answer in 3 days. I’m proud of that. I’m
glad we—we cut the budget by 25 percent
and doubled the loan volume for small busi-
nesses. I’m proud of that.

But, in spite of all that, that’s really not
what this election is about. This election, like
all elections, is about the future. And I just
want you to take just a few minutes, because
every one of you will leave here—and the
election is still a long way away, and an enor-
mous number of things can happen and
there’s more than enough time for it to
change.

The American people will vote in Novem-
ber based on what they think this election
is about and what they imagine their future
will be like. And, therefore, every one of you,
if you can afford to be here and you have
the ability to get other people to be here,
you also should take a little time to be an
influential citizen, to have arguments and dis-
cussions and debates about this election that
have nothing to do with raising funds, but
everything to do with delivering voters in the
polls in November.

And so I ask you to think about it. Ask
yourself, we’re 4 years away from a new cen-
tury that happens to be the beginning of a
new millennium; what would you like it to
be like? How do you imagine your country
in 2010? What kind of country do you imag-
ine your grandchildren living in when they
are your age? If you could make it the way
you would like it to be, what would you have
to do to do that? Does that bear any reason-
able relationship to the kind of issues we de-

bate today? And every one of you just think
about it.

Before I entered the Presidential cam-
paign in 1992 I decided that more than any-
thing else I had to be able to ask myself those
questions and give an answer, and then be
prepared to update and modify that answer
as I learned more about the American people
and our circumstances and the world that’s
unfolding. And I have a very simple answer,
even though it’s obvious that the road up
ahead is not simple.

I want this to be a country in which every
single person, without regard to their race,
their gender, or how much they start out with
or without in life, has a chance to live up
to their dreams if they’re willing to work for
it and be responsible. I want this to be a
country in which we relish the diversity that
we have, all of it. As long as we adhere to
the same set of laws and the constitutional
values that have kept us around for more
than 200 years, we should see our diversity
as an asset of unimaginable proportions as
we move into a global society. So I want this
country to be coming together instead of
coming apart.

And that’s very important. That’s what all
of you try to do in your families, in your busi-
nesses, in your community activities, in your
religious organization. It’s only in politics that
we try to see how quickly we can divide peo-
ple. And it doesn’t make any sense at all; it
is a dumb way to build a future. And I think
we should reject the politics of division in
this election.

And, finally, I want this to be a country
which, 20 years from now, 30 years from
now, is still the strongest force in the world
for peace and freedom and democracy and
prosperity. And that means for me I’ve had
to take some fairly unpopular decisions to
keep that possibility alive. Not many people
thought it was right to go into Haiti, but we
don’t have all those refugees at our shore and
they’ve got freedom now. And I’m proud that
we did it, and I’m proud of our people who
did it.

I was even criticized for becoming the first
American President to try to take a hand in
affairs in Northern Ireland, but it helped to
lead to a cease-fire and I think we’re going
to get a resolution to that.
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There was literally no support for the steps
I took to try to help Mexico when our neigh-
bor to the south was about to collapse, but
it didn’t collapse. And if it had it would have
been a disaster for us and for our efforts to
control our own borders. And there were
more than half the people against the action
we took in Bosnia, but there are people alive
today, and that country has a chance for
peace and Europe has a chance for peace
because of the action that was taken.

So the same thing is true on the trade front
with GATT and NAFTA and all the other
things we have done. I know that a lot of
trade issues have caused some disruption, but
this country has come out ahead on the ef-
forts we have made in trade. And we cannot
run away from the world, we have to lead
it, we have to compete in it, we have to reach
out to others and give them a chance to make
the most of their own lives as well.

That is what I believe we ought to have.
And when you imagine that, you can have—
well, my vision is not quite the same. But
if you have a vision, then you can say, well,
how are you going to get there? Well, the
first thing you have to have is a structure
of opportunity. And this is a big difference
between the two different visions of the fu-
ture, and I’ll come back to that. But I want
a structure of opportunity.

We spent now nearly 4 years trying to get
the deficit down and all of that. We need
to look to the future and say, we’re going
to have to provide a system that gives people
education for a lifetime and access to health
care and retirement for a lifetime. Education
is the most important thing, and that’s why
I made the proposals that I’ve made. If you
look at that, that is terribly important.

Then I believe we need a structure for de-
fining our community, or at least a roadmap.
What are our obligations to each other?
That’s really what the welfare reform debate
is all about. That’s why I tried to say about
affirmative action we should change it, but
we shouldn’t get rid of it until we get rid
of discrimination. That’s why I tried to say,
as Senator Lieberman said, this is a deeply
religious country, but we ought to stop using
religion to divide it, we ought to find ways
that we can come together around religious
values we all share.

That’s why we had this meeting the other
day that some people in this room came to,
where corporate executives came and met
with labor leaders and others and said, what
are our obligations to our employees in the
21st century in the global economy? Because
I believe we have to find a way to say this
is what we owe to one another so we can
come together around it.

And as you look ahead it means we need
more young people in national service. It
means we need more people asking them-
selves, how can we make it economically at-
tractive to invest in our inner cities so that
we can create jobs and free enterprise where
Government can’t pick up the slack? It
means that Bridgeport and Hartford and
Newark, New Jersey, and poor rural areas
in my part of the country ought to be able
to reap the benefits of the global economy
if we can find ways to make it attractive for
people to invest there.

It means that we have to recognize that
in the rest of the world we can never solve
all the problems, but we must have, we must
have, a system for working with others to
fight terrorism and organized crime and drug
running and the proliferation of dangerous
weapons. And that’s why I am working with
all these other countries, so we’ll at least have
a system to give our kids and our grandkids
a chance to live in the most peaceful world
human history has even known. Those are
the things that I think about and dream
about.

Why do we want to fight crime? Because
you can’t have any sense of community if
people are scared to death. Why do we want
to preserve the environment? Because you
cannot have an organized civilized society
without clean air and clean water and natural
resources.

Let me tell you, I have concluded a long
time ago that what we do in public life is
in and of itself not the most important thing,
by a long shot, that goes on in this world.
But if you think about it, what you do in your
worklife is not in and of itself the most impor-
tant thing that goes on in this world. Why
do we work? Why do we have political life?
why do we do these things? Because if we
do it right we give more and more and more
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people a chance to live out their dreams.
That’s why.

And if you look at what’s going on in this
election today, if you look at every single
issue being debated, and you listen very
closely through all the rhetoric for the dif-
ferences, you see two very different world
views about how we should move into the
future. And let me give you a charitable de-
scription, I think, of the other world view—
but essentially accurate, but charitable.

The other folks believe, as I do, that we’re
living in an era of enormous possibility be-
cause of technology and information revolu-
tions and the globalization of the economy;
that unlike the great industrial age that we’ve
left, the future will probably not be domi-
nated by big, top-down organizations, either
governmental organizations or private ones;
that entrepreneuralism, that creativity and
rapid change will dominate the future. And,
therefore, they say all big, outdated, central-
ized organizations are the enemy, and espe-
cially Government. And, therefore, we’re al-
ways better off without Government unless
we need it for national defense and one or
two other things that we can’t get any other
way.

But there aren’t many things on that list.
That’s why when they come up with a budget
that cuts education they say it’s okay; the
Government would mess up a one-car pa-
rade, you can’t do anything good in edu-
cation. Or they come up with a budget that
says, we don’t need 100,000 police anymore.
Or why don’t we repeal the assault weapons
ban or the Brady bill, or why don’t we oppose
the Family and Medical Leave Act that Chris
Dodd labored for—oh, because the Govern-
ment can’t do anything good. Get the Gov-
ernment out of it and let people of a thou-
sand flowers bloom.

Well, I believe that we have to reform the
Government. But I don’t believe any country
ever became great by deciding to give edu-
cational opportunity to just a few, or deciding
to pollute the environment to advance the
economy, or deciding we don’t have common
responsibilities to make safe streets for our
children. So that is the difference. What do
we owe each other? What do we have to do
together to create opportunity and to grow
together and to build a better country?

And let me just say this in closing, and
remember this. I’ve said this a lot of times
and a lot of people think it’s a strange thing
for a person in public life to say. If God gives
you the gift to know when the last time you
put your head on a pillow before you end
your life on this Earth, 5 will get you 10,
you won’t say, I wish I’d spent more time
at the office; you won’t be thinking about
the last political campaign you worked in.
You’ll be thinking about who you loved, who
you liked, what happened to you that made
you feel more alive and more like a human
being. The purpose of politics is to give more
people the chance to live out those dreams,
so when they lay down for the last time they
feel good about what they’ve done. That is
what this whole thing is about. That is what
this whole thing is about.

So I ask you to remember this. I thank
you for this money. We will invest it wisely
in taking this country into the next century
in the right way. but you have to be willing
to stand up and let your voice be heard. You
have to be willing to keep talking and keep
working all the way between now and No-
vember. You can’t let the American people
be diverted. you can’t let us be divided.

If this election is about how we’ve going
to get to the next century with opportunity
for everybody, with a country that’s coming
together instead of being driven apart and
a country that’s leading the world to a bright-
er tomorrow, I don’t have any doubt about
how it’s going to come out. And, more impor-
tantly, we’ll have more people living out their
dreams in a better and more decent world.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. in the Grand
Ballroom at the Stamford Marriott Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Donald L. Fowler, co-
chairman, and Marvin Rosen, finance director,
Democratic National Committee; movie producer
Harvey Weinstein; actor Paul Newman; former
Gov. William O’Neill of Connecticut; secretary of
the State Miles Rapoport; Controller Nancy
Wyman; and singer Michael Bolton. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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Memorandum on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
May 22, 1996

Presidential Determination No. 96–26

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Use of International Organizations
and Programs Account Funds for the U.S.
Contribution to the Korean Peninsula
Energy Development Organization (KEDO)

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 614(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2364(a)(1) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that it is important to the security interests
of the United States to furnish up to $22 mil-
lion in funds made available under heading
‘‘International Organizations and Programs’’
in title IV of the Foreign Operations Appro-
priations Act, 1996 (Public Law 104–107) for
the United States contribution to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organiza-
tion without regard to any provision of law
within the scope of section 614(a)(1). I here-
by authorize this contribution.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 23.

Remarks to the President’s
Committee on Employment of
People With Disabilities Conference
May 23, 1996

Thank you very much, Tony, for your re-
marks, your support, your friendship and
your leadership of the committee. I want to
say hello to the others who are there—to
John Sweeney and to Al Checchi. I want to
say a special word of thanks to my good
friend, Justin Dart who I know had to leave,
but who has been a real champion for Ameri-
cans with disabilities; indeed, for the rights
and interests of all Americans.

I want to say a special word of greeting
to the cochairs of the committee, the vice
chairs: Norm Miller, I. King Jordan, Karen
Meyer, Neil Jacobson, Dr. Sylvia Walker, and
Ron Drach.

Thank you, all of you who are there for
your very warm welcome. I’m sorry I couldn’t
join you in person today, I have to be in Mil-
waukee with the German Chancellor. But I
didn’t want to miss this opportunity to talk
with you about what we must do together
to ensure the full participation of the 49 mil-
lion Americans with disabilities in the vibrant
life and economy of our great country.

Three and a half years ago, when I took
the Oath of Office, I had a very clear vision
of what I hoped our country could be like
as we move into the 21st century. I wanted
us to be a country that offers great opportuni-
ties for all who are willing to work for them.
I wanted us to remain the world’s strongest
force for peace and freedom. And I wanted
us to rebuild our sense of unity and commu-
nity around the shared ethic of responsibility
and a respect for diversity.

Together we’ve made great progress to-
ward achieving those goals. Our economic
strategy to reduce the deficit, expand trade,
and invest in our people is paying off. The
deficit is now less than half of what it was
4 years ago. We have 81⁄2 million more jobs,
the lowest combined rates of inflation, mort-
gage rates, and employment in 27 years.
Homeownership is at a 15-year high, and we
have all-time highs in exports and new busi-
ness formations for each of the last 3 years.

We’ve also worked hard to increase edu-
cational opportunities for all Americans, from
more positions for children in Head Start to
more affordable college loans to the national
service program. We’ve done our part to fight
to lower the crime rate by passing a crime
bill which is putting 100,000 police officers
on the street, banning assault weapons, and
passing the Brady bill which has kept 60,000
people with criminal records or other dis-
turbing histories from getting handguns. And
we have maintained our commitment to a
clean, safe environment for all Americans.

Compared to 4 years ago, the world is also
a safer and more peaceful place. The nuclear
threat is diminished. No weapons are pointed
at the people of the United States. Peace and
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